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Ilower Testrval
Triday July 9th
Lo

Memories of Meerbrook,

Thursday July 8th:  ®lessing of the festrval at 7.30pm.

Trday Tuly Oth: Chirch open 10am 9pm *Festrval Dance

Uillage Hall at Spm. weth Kath Rradbury

Saturday July 10th: Church open 10am Opm

Sunday July 11th:  Moly Commumon at 11.15am. Sonys of
Prarse at 7.30pm

Monday July 12th  hurch open from [0am. (oncert by
North Staffs Accordian PBand at 7 30pm in

Church , followed by refreshments wn the
il '!"fiﬂl' Hall
TQuesday July 13th: Church open 10am Spm.

‘Lasy access for wheel harrs
Kefreshments avaddable in the Cillage Hall




VI PARISI OF
LELK & MELRBROOK,

dr o tahp ray UM sames” Uicarage, Compton, Leek, 5113 501
elephone - 01538 182158

May I welcome you on behalf of all at St. :Matthew's
Meerbrook to our 1999 Flower Festivall Our theme
ths year is * :Memones of Meerbrook "

In this flower of colour and grace from God's creation
we share something of what it means to be

co - creators with the one who grees us all life and
beauty. Through the creativity and work of those who
have freely given their time to make this event possible,
we share in a unique way in that vitality and glory
given to us by God. ‘We are nghtly thankful both to
them and to him.

My own memonies of Meerbrook are somewhat thin, in
that this is only my third year m the viflage. JHowever,
one of the items which will catch your eye is the story of
the Balloon which fell on Gun in May 1826, and caused
local working men some [rght!. ‘When they finally had
the courage to go to the Balloon they found nothing in

it other than a bottle of wine, a few biscuits and a

compass. Mowever a week later the shaken owner did

find the courage to reclaim fits property bearing merely a

dislocated shoulder.

e curious coincidence is that the Balloon set of from
Beverley in Yorkshire, close to my own liome, and where
/ um'u;!i*;f schiooll You may be pleased to Know that |
didn 't crashi land in Meerbrook by Balloon, though at
my very first wedding here I did armve by helicopter!.

Do enjoy your time with us, takg joy in rural
Staffordshire, admire this fne Cliurch built by :Norman
Staw and decorated to it's finest, and ndulge in the
generous hospitality of the people of Meerbrook,

Yours fauthifully

Philip C Gray.




FOUNTAIN INN.

One of the properties to be knocked down when the
reservoir was buill was The Fountain Inn. On the day
John ‘Naden was hanged on Gun, August 31st 1731, the
public house sold out of beer, the Landlord remarking
that “ He wished a man was hung every day *. There
was a great_fire on Gun in 1855 where the gate post and
stop post made from the gibbet were destroyed.

TIHE SUNDIAL

The original brass dial dated 1673 has long since
disappeared. 1t was replaced in the 1990’s.

I VICLAGE JALL.

Originally thie Public Room and opened i 1908 by
public subscnptions of L1, each, it was a wooden
construction. In 1931 it became Known as the Primrose
Room and as the Cillage Hall since 1953. 1t was

rebuil in stone i 1988 and has since been enlarged.

A1 st drives, Bingo, ‘Dances, Mectugs, ‘Pncate Parties,
Recreational classes, Antique ‘Fatrs and Auctions are all

held there.

DI DAIRY.

A important past of every farm and small holdiny,
with a cheese press, butter chum and separater, where
thie farmers wife or daughter made butter and cheese (o

take to market.




BLACKSMITIL.

Another property to be lost to the village when the
reservoir was buill was the Blacksmith's Forge. The
Blacksmith was in great demand when horses worked in
the fields and took produce to week[y markets.

P

A ulufﬁmrmw grate Lo dteal walet and Lo COOK mieals,
mf'f{nnp.s. a scrubbed white wood table; rocking i,
:f.t'ff'-\"l'?l"q‘ and f!iﬂl"_/:'h'th'!. clothes-mawd and rack, peyyed
rugs and an old grand father clock, Some of the things

i the Farmhouse living Kitchen.

COBBLLR,

In 1834 there were 3 Boot Makers and 4 i 1851, In
several cottages could be found a cobbler. The most
recent was at Lock Gate where clogs repatred and
awatting repair hung on the wall. Pieces of leather

vcarying thickness, sharp Knives, polish and stains and a

last were the tools of Iis trade.




Remmscent of hot summer days and meadows full of
wild flowers and tall grasses - poppies, com flowers,
comcockles, periwmkles, sell heal, betony and many
more, is the hayfield, when the fiay was cut by scythes
and qathiered mto stooks. When farm workers rested
under fied;perows to eat their dinner browght to them by
thie farmers wife and daughiters, homemade bread and

clivese, pies jugs of tea and bottles of iomemade brewed
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1745 BONNIE PRINCL CHARLIE
ON GUN.

On Tuesday, \December 3rd 1715, the youny pretender
and fiis troops came over Gun from Sweythamley, over
Hillswood and into Leek, (harles dressed in Qartan silk,
and red velvet, an imposing figure shared the hardships
of the march with fits men. Some of the things left
beliind in the area include a lockabar axe - head inlad
with brass, a finge Knife and fork and a leather wallet.
At ‘New Grange, a Mr Mount fort buried 18 bottles full
of homebrewed ale in a feap of manure i the farmyard
to fiide them from the insurgents. Made of stone and §
inchies figh, they were inscribed * SACK” 1610.




LDMWARD ASIL

One of the craftsmen employed i the alterations of St.
Matthew's -u:u.v Jdward Ash, a local man. e carved
the font and pulpit and several headstones i the
(leurchyand.

e was bom on March 23rd 1818 at Tittesworth Farm
and marmed Ester Jane Beswick from Flash e was a
pupil and nephew of Ry fiard Hassell. Me and his son,
A i lam, were in busimess as Architectural and

NMonumental carcers i {.eek Road Buxton.

N POOL.

Buatlt wn 1858, the picturesque. half timbered Keepers
cottage was demolished along with the dam in the
1960s when the reservoir was extended. The pool was
constructed to enable mill owners in the (.eek area to
extract water from the Churmet for their silk dying.

VILLAGE WHELL.

Otheer than bore foles and wells of the farms, the well
was the onfy means of drinking water for the cillages

unttl mains water was laid on i the 19705 Sttuated
by the side of the road, through a door and down stone

steps, 1t was unsuitable for a well dressing ceremony

METHODIST CHAPEL.

Meerbrook (frapel was built in 1 862 being an
outgrowth of the Methodist Society «which met for
worship from 1818 at Roch ( range, the home of Mr
‘William s /. L.omas. Cargely through the influence and
generosity of ‘Mr Lomas the (hapel was built, and the
services were held there in the evening and contimued at
the Grange in the aftemoon. The Methodist Society at
Meerbrook continued to be healthy and actrve due
largely to Mr Lomas’s son (also (8 illiams), Mr Alfred
Iine and Mr 1. Buxton and therr sons, who also
became local preachers.



DILY L4 - CRES

AND U MATTICLEAVS.

Sttuated by the Churmet on the £eek side of Hillswood;
the Abbey was founded by the Larlof Chester i 1214,
The ¢ v i Meerbrook was built about 1537 as an
outlying clapel to the Abbey. 1.ay brothers worked
three farms i the area, ‘New (ramge, Roche (range,
and S wythamley Grange. e (hurch was altered over

the years amd i 1873 was enfarged and almost rebuill.

Uie orgronal square tower at e west end was removed

only after the new tower was buifll. 1t was closed for
about sex montly and re u.!p;'m'.fml ‘ANovember Sth 187 3.
e archirtect was Kichard Nonman Shaw. 1mong the
benefuctors was Miss Llizabetli Condlyffe of teek, the
¢ hrancel and Tower being butlt as a family memonal.
Her qrace ts te the fa_',’? I'I/‘”I'l' clurch ]I{Ir’t‘ﬁ. da stone

e nd I'l'h‘ﬁ i :ﬁ.qn‘:f' .,

SCHOOL ROOM.

The Village School was butlt i 1790 and opened n
795 as an endowed Schooll 1t was enlarged i 1872,
In 1836 it was a [ree School for 90 children with an
average attendance of 63. On summer days the scholars
carmied their desks across the road and had thew lessons
under the trees. It was closed when the resercour was

built.

ROCHUES AND TIL
BROCK LLIURSIS.

On August 23rd 1872, the Duke and Duchess of ‘Teck,
were guests of Mr Philip Brocklefiurst (later sir) for a
picnic on the Roches, close by -Rock Hall. A hollow had
been hiewn into the rock to make a seat for the Princess
The visit is commemorated by an tnscription in the fuce
of the rock near the seat. e party then proceeded to
Swythamley Hall, the home of the Brocklehursts.



(aentenant (ourtney Brocklelurst Kept a private oo at
Koehes Howse i Ii:;nﬁ,; Bson amd W allabies. On the
ot hreaks of U oeld W ar One, fie released them to roam
over thic Roclies. A fleeting glimpse of a 1Wallaby may
sl be seen.

Richiard Massell, a talented sculptor was bom in 1831
al Phicasants ¢ lowglt Farm, just below the Roches. In
thie ¢ liurcliyard is the ficadstone * e Kecording Angel
“which Hl'-l arved for lis fathers grave.

POST OFTICL

The post office opened in 1908 in the coltage opposite
the school. It was there for many years, then
transferred (o Lea Cottage. -Duning the war it was in
the School House which is the reason for the 2'ost oy
betng located there. Then back to its onginal site untif
its closure.

WATERIOUST TARM.

Another farm to be demolished was ‘Waterhouse whli
was situated on the north sude of the viaduct. It housed
a water- mill where many years ago farmers brought
their com to be ground. The farmyard is now under a
Jeet of water.

TILE BALLOON ON GUN.

For details of this see the account in the foreword
written by Father Philip Gray.

words by Mary Breeze.




‘!huul{yuuﬁrr coming (o
our Flower Festival

(e hope you have had an
enpoyable visit here at St. Mat thews.
e,
Thankyou for your support.



